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Shannon – a Civilian Airport?

• Facilitating US war
activities in Afghanistan 
and Iraq

• An important node in the 
US renditions network

• Munitions transportation



The US Air Force at Shannon

We have 
– Planes designated as 

US military (i.e. USAF or 
Navy)

– Planes that identify 
themselves as USAF 
Military Airlift Command

– Other planes used by 
the US for military airlift



19 May 2007 – US Military

Shannonwatch have been photographing these over the years …



Jan 10 2009 - Hercules C 130 US 
military aircraft 

Around Jan 10th of this year, 4 Hercules C 130 US military aircraft refuelled at

Shannon over a 48 hour period. 



8 Feb 2009 - OMNI Air chartered 
aircraft 

Ireland's attempts to profiteer from the Iraq and Afghanistan wars continues. 

We have about 2 or 3 troop carriers a day …



US Soldiers filing into Shannon Airport 
– a disturbingly familiar sight



25 Jan 2009 – a US Navy C-9B 
Skytrain logistics aircraft

Not carrying the normal US Navy insignia, being guarded by an Irish army security patrol.

… no idea what its cargo was, or what its mission was. 



15 Nov 2009 - Omni Air loading 
cargo

This one wouldn’t win any photographic competitions … but it got me removed 
from the airport. What were they putting in the cargo hold?



Flight Logs

Shannonwatch logs show:
– On average, 93 commercial airlines carry US troops through 

Shannon every month
– On average, 264 commercial airlines pass through Irish airspace 

on US military duty every month 
– 124 US Air Force/Navy aircraft landed at Shannon between 

August 2008 and Feb 2009 
– 1,349 US Air Force/Navy aircraft passed through Irish airspace 

between August 2008 and Feb 2009 (around 6 a day)

Department of Transport’s figures for troops passing through Shannon Airport 
indicate that almost all of the American troops in Iraq have transited through 
this civilian airport, back and forth between the United States and Iraq, several 
times.



Renditions and Shannon
• Numerous reports confirm the use of 

Shannon airport by CIA planes 
involved in extraordinary rendition 

• Sources that have identified aircraft 
involved in rendition exercises include 
Amnesty International and Reprieve.

• Shannonwatch have taken these AND 
the historical records of landings at 
Shannon AND the ongoing flight logs to 
identify the rendition flight landings at 
Shannon.

On many occasions US military aircraft 
have been used to transport prisoners 
to Guantanamo, but the planes used by 
the CIA for their renditions programmes 
are not identified as military use.

Indymedia Post Tim Hourigan Sept 2004



N368CE

• May 15, 2006: A Boeing 
737, tail number, previously 
registered to a company 
called Premier Aircraft 
Management and 
incorporated in North Las 
Vegas, Nevada, visited 
Shannon. It was previously 
sighted in Frankfurt, 
Germany, Luxembourg, 
Baghdad, and Kabul. 

Identified, among other places, in a report by Reprieve.



N54PA
• Was in Guantanamo on 3 June 2008 
• Arrived at Shannon on 13 June from Fort 

Lauderdale in Florida, via Newfoundland. 
Spent 30 minutes refuelling and then left 
for an unknown destination. 

• Back at Shannon on Saturday 14th June, 
refuelled and left quickly again en route 
back to Florida via Newfoundland. 

• Back in Shannon on 18 June for up to 10 
hours …

This one was identified in documents submitted to the European Parliament Inquiry on the alleged use of 
European countries by the CIA for the transport and illegal detention of prisoners.
As a result of its 18 June visit, a charge of obstructing/impeding an airport fire officer was brought against 
one local activist because he asked that the aircraft be searched for prisoners and its crew questioned, 
and he insisted on remaining while the plane was being refuelled in order to confirm whether Gardai
searched the aircraft or not.



N379P (the Guantanamo Express)

“… a Gulfstream V turbojet, the sort 
favored by CEOs and celebrities. But 
since 2001 it has been seen at military 
airports from Pakistan to Indonesia to 
Jordan, sometimes being boarded by 
hooded and handcuffed passengers” : 
Washington Post, 27 December 2004 

Photographed at Shannon April 29, 2006

There is likely Irish complicity in the rendition of Binyam Mohamed to Morocco, to 
Afghanistan, and to Guantanamo using N379P and another CIA aircraft N313P. His 
lawyer requested all information regarding the N379P flight that stopped in Shannon on 
22/3 July, 2002 having illegally rendered Binyam Mohamed to torture in Morocco. He was 
not given this information.



Shannon- an important cog in the 
global renditions network



Munitions at Shannon
• “As war loomed in Iraq in March, the US army was granted permission to 

transport heavy military equipment such as machine-gun parts and radar 
target seekers.” Sunday Times. May 4, 2003

• In April 2003 the US army was allowed to carry a cargo of spare parts for 
60mm mortars, along with personal weapons and ammunition. The Sunday 
Times also reported that the Americans wanted to carry cargoes of 
landmines, and other explosives over Ireland. But the Department of 
Foreign Affairs objected because Ireland, as signatory to the Ottawa 
convention, is opposed to their use. 

Do they get requests for every transportation of la ndmines and other 
indiscriminate and lethal munitions over Ireland, a nd if so do they 
refuse them all?

• In May 2003 The Sunday Times also reported that Dept of Defence officials 
were concerned that American troops travelling to Iraq via Shannon airport 
may have been carrying loaded handguns and rifles on board flights. These 
concerns quickly disappeared …



Illegal and covert munitions 
passing through Shannon?

“Kalitta Air is an airline known to 
have connections to covert 
intelligence and military operations 
…Their planes pass through Irish 
airspace with alarming regularity -
there were over 220 of their flights 
between the start of September and 
the end of December 2008. On Dec 
20th and again on Dec 22nd one of 
their planes, N703CK, landed at 
Shannon Airport.”
(www.shannonwatch.org) 




